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normal period they must be careful not to touch the priest while he is exer-
cising his priestly duties ; e.g. when a woman takes the vessel to the line of
stones, she sets it down on the ground and retreats a few paces and the priest
avoids contact even with the profane vessel. Priests, however, are permitted
to sleep in the profane part of the mund, the houses, on certain nights of the
week, depending on the grade of dairy at which they officiate, and on these
nights they may have intercourse with the women in the houses and no res-
triction is put upon their contact with the women.1 A menstruating woman,
however, must not stay in the house when a priest comes to sleep there. She
is further debarred from touching any buffaloes, calves, or buffalo-pens, even
those which she may touch at ordinary times, as e.g. non-sacred buffaloes which
are being milked for the use of the houses. The restrictions which ward off
women from the dairy-complex are at ordinary times stringent enough ; these
extra ones are designed to remove the last traces of contact during a woman's
menstruation period.

The funeral huts used for men at ail male funeral places are called by the
word which denotes a dairy Cpo/y). Some of the sibs in fact place the corpse
of a man in a dairy which is used as such and in one or two other cases there
are traditions that the funeral huts were originally dairies of certain grades.2 A
menstruating woman may not enter any funeral hut of a male to lament over
the body, This is a slight further indication that all the funeral huts of males
are regarded as dairies, as they are termmologically. The ne:lpo/y, or hut
which is built for the accommodation of the relics of a man between the first
and second funerals, also has as part of its name the word for dairy. It is not
however regarded as a dairy, nor is there any indication that it was a dairy
at any stage of its development. But no menstruating woman may enter
it. It is probable that this restriction has been made following upon the
restriction on a menstruating woman's entering the funeral hut proper.

One mund, kumrsy of the sib called mo:r was according to tradition
formerly a dairy-mund of the highest grade, a ti ;-round. A certain amount
of its original sanctity still attaches to it, and in theory women do not live
there any more than they do at ti ;-munds. The inconvenience of this re-
gulation is however overcome in practice by a fiction. Women live at the
mund kuui:sy but the marks of women's occupation are not allowed in the
mund, i.e., the grain-pounder, the winnowing-basket, and the broom must be
kept outside the mund and never brought to the houses. All household duties
involving these articles must be performed outside of the munds. Like-
wise, no menstruating woman may stay in the mund ; she must go outside
and stay away for three days. At ordinary times she may be in the mund
by a fiction, but when she is really and unequivocally a woman, the fiction
wall not avail to preserve the sanction of this mund.

1.   See RJVERS, The Todas, pp. 62 (towards the bottom), 67 (bottom), 72 (to-
wards the bottom), 78 (middle),

2.   RIVERS, pp. 339-40.